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Rev. GENTLEMEN,  - 


* ö 


1 E Petition addreſſed to the Lords of Council and Seſ- 
= fion with your concurrence, came to my hand, under 

q - cover, laſt night. I was very much aſtonithed, indeed, in 

2 1 peruſing ſaid Petition, to perceive miſrepreſentations of facts 

| F- - which, you know, are already in the knowledge of the pub- 
lic. I have, from the beginning of your mournful apoſtaſy, 
_ entertained an opinion that your new ſcheme of principles 
would natively lead you to perſecution and intolerance. 
Four concurrence in this Petition to the Lords of Council 
and Seſſion, confirms me in my opinion. Bleſſed be God, 
| - _ you have little power. Under God, we look to the laws of 

; do0dur country, with the firmeſt expectation that they will com- 

++ «pletely protect the faithful from your feeble rage, and from 

1) . your unprovoked indignation.” © —_ 

8. _ - It hath been rumoured abroad, that the few perſons in Kil- 
* * 23; © 3 who have ſtated themſelves in oppoſition to the 
135 Rev. Mr. Watſon, their worthy paſtor, have been encourag- 
aced in ſuch ſinful conduct by theſe Clergymen who now con- 

cur with them in their petition. It hath been ſaid they are 

doũ be ſupported from the charitable fund which is the pro- 
perty of Seceders. With reſpect to the firſt, your concur- 
rkegnce in the petition eſtabliſhes the fact beyond the power 


ol contradiction. But, Gentlemen, be upon your guard 
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4 
ak h reſpett to the fund; remember you thall be anſwera- . 
: ble to Seceders for all your tranſactions in relation to that 
; inſtitution; it was gathered from the Chriſtian people in 
the Seceſſion ; it is for the ſupport of thoſe who are of Se- 
ceſſion principles; it is by no means for the uſe of apoſtates 
from Seceſſion principles, nor for the purpoſes of cruel per- 
ſecution. If we come to underſtand that any of that money 
is alienated from the purpoſes for which it was intended by 
the donors, you ſhall be anſwerable, and an arreſtment will 
be laid upon it immediately. As your concurrence with the 
Petitioners is publicly announced, you will not complain | 
though the public conſider you as anſwerable for the ſenti- 7 x 
ments which are contained in the Petition. I ſhall now | 
make a few obſervations upon ſome of theſe "uy extraordi- 
nary ſentiments. | 
P. 3. « From a very early period of the g the - 
ec bligation of the national covenant, and of the ſolemn. 
&« league and covenant, and by conſequence the power and 
% authority aſeribed therein, and in the 23d chap. ſect. 4 
& of the confeſſion of faith, to the civil magiſtrate in regard 
© to religion, have been matter of ſcruple and doubt W uf . 
« the moſt conſcientious, pious, and well-diſpoſed of the N 
60 Seceding brethren.“ l 5 
Gentlemen, you have here aſſerted whit you knew to be: 
a miſtake. I call upon you for proof. All honeſt men in 
the Seceſſion believe the whole doctrines” contained in the- 
confeſſion of faith to be founded upbn the word off God”. 
All honeſt men in the Seceſſion believe the perpetual dd 3 
ing obligation of our ſolemn“ covenants upon poſtérit) )) 
Your aiicriion concerning the faithful inthe Seceftion muſt £ 
be coulidered us a molt waniton reproath, winch entitles you: 
to the rank of calumniators and Acufers of tlie btethreng 
until you thall by proof eſtabliſh” Your”: affertion TPhis 1 
hat vou knowy ou never Can | 1 „%%% WRat mall be 
«© given thee falie tongue, Ke. (Ane bemtünegt tre 
Brown of Maddin, ton, in a primed Adurets to mis Stadents'-: 2 
of Divinity +48 ſulliclewt of itlel If to contridict out abertis u,. bo 
It 1s as follows, viz. „ I now apy 5roach death; beartil varies FE, 
ce. fied with Hur excellent Welttninſter* Contems q wry Faith, Eo 
« Catechiſms, and form of Church' Government; tiers... a. (of 
e dially adhering to weft . 98 Chen our ffibers E, . 


2 
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"x0 emi thenclelvas-and their poſter] ity, to profels the doc- | 


« trines and practiſe the duties therein contained.“ 
I hope you will allow, that among all the miniſters in the 
Seceſhon, there never was a more conſcientious, pious, and 


well-difpoſed individual, than the late Mr. Brown. 


I am aſtonithed to find in the 3d page of your Petition, 


ſuch miſrepreſentation reſpecting Mr. Frazer's Petition to 


the Synod. . You know we are informed in that Petition, 
that many of the members of Synod have adopted princi- 


ples inconſiſtent with our Confeſſion of Faith, and Formula, 


But as I know that the Lords of Council and Seffion have 
ſcen that Petition, there is no danger of impoſition. They 
will ſee that it is a Petition to overturn the whole conſtitu- 


tion of the Seceſſion, whatever you or others may through 


Ignorance or prejudice pretend to the contrary. 
P. 4. Twenty-two reſpectable members of the $nod: 


e moit of whom authoriſe the preſent Petition, voted againſt 
« this Preamvle, and wiſhed rather to adopt the Overture 


&« of the Committee.” 


In chat reſpects, Gentlemen, do you conſider theſe dif- 
ſenters as reſpectable? Do you know any in the Seceſſion : 


Who arc leſs. reſpectable than the twenty-two members who 


diffented ? Is it in reſpect of orthodoxy and a conſcientious 


attachment to the principles of Seceders ? Is it in reſpect of 
integrity and faithfulneſs to their ordination engagements : a 


Are men to be conſidered as ſtill reſpectable, who have 
made a public ſacrifice of. their orthodoxy and their integrity 


upon. the, inſignificant. altar of an herctical pamphlet ? Pub- 


* liſh their reatons of, diſſent upon that occaſion, they are in 


tlie records: ol, Synod. 79 Publith, them with the auſwers by 
the Synod to theſe reaſons.of difſent, and the public will 


judge of the reſpetability, of the twenty-two diflenters. 
The impartial public will judge, whether or not there are 
_ ſentiments contained in theſe. reaſons of diſſent, which are 


incobſiſtent with the Holy Scriptures, with the ſubordinate 
ſtandards of the Church of Scotland, and with the laws of 


0 the kingdom. Until this as: performed, their authoriſing 


the preſent Petition, will not eſtabliſh their reſpectability. 


4 8 8 HY thol 95 who eagerly contended for the dit- 
« "nifion of;the 
8 £ 4 F; e whe though, el had kee warmly 


reamzble,, was the Rev. Mr. Watſon, and 
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6 
« ſupported the Preamble, had | in the interim, as it would 
& ſeem, changed their opinion.“ 

I am ſorry, Gentlemen, that a regard to truth obliges me 
to contradict your aſſertion z you know it to be an abſolute 
miſrepreſentation. Some of thoſe who ſupported the mo- 
tion to diſmiſs the Preamble, never ſupported the Preamble ; . 


they never changed their opinion reſpecting the Preamble. 
The diſmiſſion of the Preamble was earneſtly contended 


for, not by a few only, but by a great multitude of the 


Lord's ſervants and people in the Seceſſion. But alas! they 
contended for their principles, at the bar of a Court where 
the majority of the judges were parties in the queſtion; they 
accordingly lott their courſe, 2s might have been expected. 


But you muſt anſwer before a higher tribunal, for your un- 
faithfulneſs and your cruel treatment of the Lord s people, 


who only required of you to maintain and defend their 
ſcripturai principles, according to your own ſolemn ordina- 
tion engagements. Were-not your conſciences mourtifully | 
hardened by your ſinful conduct, you would long before 
this time have profeſſed your ſorrow in the m. public |. 


manner, for the offence you have given to the godly in the” 


Seceſſion, and the wounds you have given to dur Lord 1 ; 
ſus Chriſt in the houſe of his friends. . folemnly 
your preſent mournful ſituation; you have the prajets'of 5 
the godly through the Seceſſion agaitnit? the ſinful me aſure . ts 
vou purſue with ſo much earneſtnefs and wirulece. Ma iy 

ret If feb: | - | 
tion and your imminent danger, ere Jour e pon. - 1 


the dark mountains of deatl. 1s 25 
b. 5. „ lhe reſult was, that 98 were of Gpinfön that the 
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c voted for ſtting aſide the Preamble 1 a 

Here you have aſſerted another gr fg Hlfte pf Ls ao; 5 
You know it to be otherwile3'you HIVE Added PINE: 34 
number who voted againft 3 „ is 8 15 
Lhe majority by which the ſihfülf ed Was rfied; e 
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7 
hends thoſe young men, who were admitted in that finfal * 
manner. I appeal to all the intelligent and unprejudiced of 
mankind, if theſe two claſſes were not parties in any queſtion 
reſpecting an alteration in the Formula, reſpecting our prin- 
ciples or terms of church fellow ſhip. By their ſinful and 

unfaithful conduct as ſtated in Mr. Frazer's Petition, they 
had evidently prejudged the important queſtion. They 


ought to have been ſifted as pannels before the Synod, to 


anſwer for their very ſinful conduèt They ought to have 
been cenſured according to the oracles of God, and the 
rules of the church. 

P. 5. “ Out of theſe ehen Gul, nes only proteſted 
« againſt the judgment of the court, one of whom choſe to 
« decline its authority altogether, and two more, namely, 
« Mr, Watſon of Kilpatrick, and Mr. Hyilop of Shotts, 
< have ſince thought proper to Join them.” 
Gentlemen, you have here again given a very falſe repre- 
ſentati an. of the faithful in the Seceſſion, in relation to the 
finful deed, of Synod. You know that four members im- 
mediately declined the authority of the court; you know 
alſo t at, the: minute of Synod is ſufficient to convict you of 


; miſrepreſentation.,, I ſhall here inſert a copy of the minute 


of 19 1 5 aut et, $ID public judge, Edinburgh, Briſto 


5th; September, 1799, 6 n_ after- 
ociate Synod met, and was conſtituted, 


3 non, of conſideration of the cauſe reſpecting the 
Formula, and after long reaſoning it was moved by Mr. 
cc James Ha „that the Fee adjourn the further diſcuſſion 

. of this queſtion, unti} a future meeting of Synod ; and in 

"1 «the, mean time ap int a committee of the houſe, to draw 
"00 up Sync Foal 40 els to the people of their charge, ex- 
0 preſſive 0 our. adherence to the doctrine, worſhip, diſ- 
4 cipline,. id 05 vernment of the Church of Scotland, and 

« for Ie calumnigus reproaches which have been 
40 circula 98 5 in ac publics it the Synod has abandoned 

« their "princ} „and, inter what they have done in this 

« buf ine a be a torerganer, 0 future and more N 

40 ous 1 THOR 1225 5 Me W ah 330% + 

Illis, as a ad motion, that thee 0 


, nas 
« 58 Hi 12 5 and appoint a Committee to 
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cc undue impreſſions, made upon the minds of the peo le.“ 
« A vote was then ſtated, which of theſe motions ſhould be 
6 preferred, and the roll being called, it was found that nine- 


. ty one voted for the firſt, and r N for the tecond _ 


( motion.” | 
« Againſt ls deed, Mr. Willis gave in the hellewing 


te Proteſtation, to which Mr. Hyſlop, miniſter, and Archd. 
«c Campbell, and James Dick, elders, adhered. «] proteſt 


« jn my own name, and in the name of all miniſters, elders, 


« and private chriſtians, who may adhere to this proteſt, 
c That as this Synod hath obſtinately refuſed to remove the 
cc Preamble prefixed to the Formula, and declare their ſim- 


ce ple and unqualified adherence to our principles, that I 


« ſhall no more acknowledge them as over me in the Lord, 


4“ until they return to their principles. 


(Signed) e WILLIAM WILLIS, 

E | „ YBENEZER HYSLOP, 
« ARCHD, CAMPBELL, 
« JAMES DICK.” 


The le will, by comparing this minute of the 8ynod 
with your Petition, perceive the falſe ſtatement vou have 
given in ſaid Petition, to the Lords of Council and 'Seffion, Ye? 


But that the public may have an opportunity to underſtand 
the męlancholy ſituation of the Seeeſſion, I {hz 
mou a copy of a printed” letters; dated Glaly 7 

, 1798, | 4 le of, os 


60 2 T the deſire of a number of, both minjſtegt peo- 
c ple, we have agreed to call and invite all known friends 
« of our received principles, the miniſters perſonally, and 
« other repreſentatives of thoſe who are friends in each 
& congregation, to meet at Cumbernauld on\ Wedneſday 
« the 25th of July,” 4798, for prayer and:gouference, that 
« we may know the duty to which the, Lord calls us in the 
« preſent diſtreſs, that ſomething ſhox ick be don done in behalf F 


« of our violated principles, and fo *the xelick, of our ag- 


cc griered conſciences; und fot this end it is agreed to lay a; 

cc the following Propoſitions heſore the meeting, Het + | 

« FIRST, That a joint” Remonſtranee and, Petition be, pre- 
« ſented: to the Synoch at their next meeting, Ggnyfying A 


« that they are deephgrieved and Oſtended v 


e them tor departing: 1 from bee ee, prowl 


| here in- 


» June 


* 


c 
— 4 1 : «oi 


« and ſolemn cngupoments, and earneſtly beſeeching 

« them to return to theſe principles and duties which 
ce they have publicly profeſſed and ſworn to maintain 
« and defend. | 


60 SECOND, That on this ground alone, we are willing 
« (through grace) to continue our ſubjection to them 


« in the Lord: and we declare, that if our Petition is 


« diſregarded, and the ground of our grief and offence 
ce unremoved, we ſhall conſider ourſelves no longer 
under their inſpection, until they return to their 
c former ground, 
Cs © Tar, In theſe clncumitances we ſhall 2 
40 (through grace) to diſplay a banner for the Doctrine, 
« Worſhip, Ditcipline and Government of the church 
of Scotland, agreeable to the original Teſtimony 
« emitted by the Seceſſion. | 
e 'Theſe are the outlines of what is intended: and in or- 


ec der that the mind of the whole may be known, it will be 


« proper that this ſhould be as extenſively communicated as 


ae poſſible, and an account of the number of adherents in 


each congregation ſent to the meeting, or if poſſible ſome- 


5 4 time before, directed to GrorkGe DENNIE, at John 


I» f 


: MN: . 


% Me Lean & Cos." King Street, Glaſgow. Fhoſe who 


«cannot attend the meeting will pleaſe communicate their 
aut opinion reſpecting the above plan. And to conclude, we 


« hope that all will endeavour to aſk counſel and direction 


of the Lord in this matter. 


n Signed in een and by appointment of the meeting, 
.d £7: % PATRICK PETER, Cierk. 


tots. JOHN THOMSON, Miniſter. 


CINE 
If $13 


10.99 &« Glasgotu, 23d' une, 1798.“ | 
By this letter the reader will perceive, that many in the 


one Scretfion have contended for their principles, in oppoſition 


Wale a current of apoſtacy, which; like a ſweeping deluge, hath | 


i; Ni 


45 oyerflowedthe Seceſſion, and bath! brought that church to 
her prefent melancholy ſituation. The meeting took place 
at Cumbernauſd, when the following Petition was by una- 


nicmous agreement appbinted, to be preſented to the Synod, 
Which was accordingly preſented, by a great number of 
Commiſſioners from 8e «ak prov Congregations; the tenor 
vhereof follows: i e | 


* 


10 5 

„UN ro the Reverend Moderator, and other Members of | 
« the Aſſociate Synod, to meet at 8 the ach 
« day of September, 1798. 
5 Petiti on of 


«© Humbly Sheweth, 
ec That upon tlie moſt mature conſideration and exami- 


tation, we are ſtill ſatisfied with our received principles, 
te and can by no means approve of any alteration. However 
cc ſmall the alterations may appear which have lately taken 
& place, the fruits of theſe alterations have been bitter to 
« ſome of our religious connections, which we can by no - 
© means look upon with difference. : 
e e In their preſent circumſtances they cannot have ſealing 
« ordinances diſpenſed to them in our connection, without 
« complying with what they conſider finful; the conſequen- 
& ces are obvious. | 
« This Reverend Court may now tou, that the Preamble 
« to the Formula hath not been a healing meaſure as was 
"© expected; and we are convinced it never will be a mean 
« of keeping the unity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace. 
% Almoſt every w ord and phraſe in the preamble has a 
e doubtful ſignification. * Some parts of the flanidard"books 
a of this 5 yrcd Fave been interpreted as javouring compulſory , 
« menfures, in religion.” If the interpreters are within our 
© church, let them come from behind the curtain as Kane ft 
c men, and own their interpretation. We confidef as 
« inconfilient with the acknowledged laws of 3 
«for any individual to act upon any private view, in opp* 
&« tion to theſe laws, Had this fimple rule been obfe; a. 
«© much miſchief in the Secefſion had been prevented, Codi- 
« pulſory meaſurss in religion may be taken, either for per- 
&« ſecution for riglitcoufnéts fake; or, for the puniſling of 
et Sabbath breakers, or blaſp! 1emers of the name of God. 
„ The Synod do noi require an approbation of compulſory weng 
E& fures tu religion, from any candidate d licenct, or ordination”: 
« but he may underſtand compulſory medfures in the rſt, 55 
*« or in the latt, or in any other ſenſe he may think proper; 
« and thus a door is opened for equivoeatioff "i mental Pew": 
& ſervation into the matter of a folemf ] 2 GIS? 
«Tre Synid holds tHe 40% gulion * our. Soles Gubener M ey | 
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. 
ce any . about FY nature and Ein 2 of the obligation of 
| & theſe covenants,” This recommendation is conſidered as a 
c. reſtraint on miniſterial freedom, by many friends of our 
(L protefled principles; and as an attempt to bury our na- 
c tional vows in the grave of tilence. We cannot help 
« thinking, that this preface to the Formula is a darkening 
« counſel by words without knowledge; and that this Sy- 
„ nod hath not com ith their Preamble, as the apoſ- 
& tle came to the er of Corinth, „with great plainneſs 
&« of ſpeech.” Tour preface to the Formula is intended as a 
« law. It is neceſſary the language ſhould be plain, and 
« eaſy to be underſtood : but in our humble opinion it is 
_& otherwiſe: . | 
We are willing, through gracg, to keep the unity of 
© the ſpirit in the bond of peace. And in our view, it is 
„this Reverend Court, and not we, that has broke the 
ce brotherly covenant. To them we uſed to look as the 
% guardiaus of theſe principles, which we had mutually pro- 
ce feſſed, and folemaly engaged to maintain. Yea, we have 
* even mutually called upon the mott high God to witneſs 
«© that we would follow no deviſive courſes from them. A 
ce breach amongſt us would be a grievous affliction z but if 
et we are not agreed, let us not attempt to walk together by 
e the means of dawbing with the untempered mortar of 
0 words, which have a doubtful ae in che matter 
ec of a ſolemn vow. 
e Qur Petition, 1 to this Ren Cours, is, 
ct r That they would immediately ſet atide the Preamble, and 
« let us live together in unity and love, and walk together, 
bei we are really, agreed; that the Lors people among us 
may not have reaſon to apprehent!, that their leaders are 
* endeavouring to lead them from our received principles. 
„ We ſhall mot further detain this Reverend Court, but 
vs 60 only declare our adherence to the Petitions and Remon- 
* ſtrances which have been preſented, reſpecting this buſi- 
« neſs, ſo far as theſe contain a ſtedfaſt ad herence to our 
ec received principles, and a Teſtimony againſt any alteration 
4, ,or/deviation from them. 
* May he who walks in the midſt of the ſeven golden 
« 4 cantileſticles, : and holds in his right hand ſeven ſtars, turn 
1466 back. our e as ſtreams of water, ag direct Gals Re- 
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cc nd Court in all their deliberations, i is the earneſt prayer 
cc of your, &c.” 


This Petition was, he much reaſoning, allowed to 


lie upon the table of the Synod for one year, and the 
prayer of it 'was rejected by a great majority, at laſt 
meeting of Synod. But I ſhall proceed with my remarks 
upon your Petition to the Lords of Council and Seſſion. 


P. 5. The Preſpytery finding by Mr. Watſon's Decla- 
« ration, that he is no longer in connection with the Se- 
4 ceſſion church, agreed to drop his name from the roll, 


« and declare his relation to his congregation diſſolved:; 
« and that all who adhere to him, cut themſelves off froms 
tc the body; and appoint Mr. Jack to preach at Kilpatrick 
c on Sabbath firſt, and intimate this deed of the when: 
« to the congregation.” 


What dreadful infatuation and Rooks A Court con- 
ſtituted in the name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to declare 
ſuch a maniſeit faiſhood. They knew that Mr. Watſon, - 


inttead of being no longer in connection with the Seceſſion 


Church, was at that time a regular member in the only le- 
gitimate and conſtitutional Preſbytery now in the Burgher £ 


Seceſlion. That Reverend Gentleman's firm attachment 
to the Seceſlion Church, and becauſe he would not forſake 
the Seceſlion Church, nor violate his ordination engagements, 


was the reaſon why he had declined the forfeited authority 


of the Preſbytery and Synod. The declaration of the diſſo- 
lution of his relation to his congregation, is at once a moſt 


impudent and ſinful declaration. It is an attempt ro put 4 
 ſtunder what the Lord hath joined together; ; it is the cuùrſe 


cauſeleſs which cannot come. The intimation of ſuch a: deed 
upon the Lord's day, was an awful profanation of the boly 


Sabbath. The poor man who executed the ſentence may 


think himſelf guiltleſs, but God will call him to account. 


According to your reatoning in the eight page of your Peti- | 
tion, not one of thoſe who have ſupported the alterations ; 
in the Formula, can have any x. igbt to continue in your < 


meeting-houtes ; according to the rules'of the church, you 


have incurred depofition. Mr. Watſon could not att — 
| cording to his a vows, continuing in your Commathe 


nion, until you return to your principles. hrs 


— 


/ 
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P. 9. « Mr. Watſon f in the preſent 4 ki ſeparated 


cc himſelf from the Aſſociate Preſbytery.” 


This is another miſrepreſentation of fact; Mr. Watſon is 


a member of the Aſſociate Preſbytery, he hath only ſeparat- 


ed from theſe who have plunged themſelves into apoſtaſy 
from Seceſſion principles and have forfeited their authority 


Over Seceders. 


Page 6. « On Sunday the 24th therefore, divine workup 
« was not performed by Mr. Watſon.” 
This is another groſs miſrepreſentation; Mr, Watſon 


did perform divine worſhip upon that day, in his congrega- 


tion, though not in his meeting houſe, yet in the neigh-- 
bourhood. Your aſſertion can be contradicted by hundreds 
who that day attended divine worſhip, as eau, by Mr. | 


Watſon. 


Page 9. In the mean time however, he was bound in 
« Jaw to retire from the congregation, becauſe the poſſeſ- 


« ſion of the meeting-houſe ought to remain upon the foot- 
e ing of the original foundation, and as directed by the 


6 original contributors.” | 

If this doctrine, Gentlemen, be juſt, many of the pre- 
ambliſt clergy may look out for themſelves: If the congre- 
"gation of Shuttle-ſtreet act upon this principle, the conſe- 


quences are very obvious. Theſe events may, in the pro- 
vidence of God, take place; ſooner, perhaps, than our a- 
poſtate perſecuting brethren expect. Verily, there is a God 


who judgeth in the earth. How will you anſwer either to 
God or unprejudiced men for your. conduct, in introducing 


ſo many groſs miſrepreſentations into a Petition which was 


to be ſigned by a reſpectable Gentleman of the law, and 
, to the Lords of Council and Seſſion. | 
Page 2, 4 Of the loyalty of this body, whether clergy or 


| 04 laity; of their attachment to their Sovereign and to their 


4c glorious and happy conſtitution, the Petitioners may be 
e permitted ſolemnly to expreſs their firm belief, that they 


5 may. be equalled but not exceeded by any body or deſcrip- 


. tion of his Majeſty's ſubjects.” 
Theſe obſervations, 1 believe in my conſcience, are juſt 
m- relation to all genuine Seceders, who believe the whole 


doctrines in the Confeſſion of Faith and Catechiſms Larger 
and e to be founded "pon the word of "ny and 
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who believe the perpetual binding obligations of our folemn 
covenants. But they never will apply to theſe who are a- 
poitates from the ſcriptural doctrines in our ſubordinate 
itandards. 


Since you have raiſed ſuch a cry as loyalty, I mall 


now drop a few hints upon a ſubject which I have hitherto 


endeavoured to conſ der as very delicate in the preſent cir- 


cumſtances. I now from the firmeſt conviction declare, 


that I do not believe that theſe who i impugn or deny the ma- 
giſtrate's power in relation to the church of T Chiriſt, as exhi- 
bited in our excellent ſubordinate ſtandards, as founded up- 


on the word of God, can be either good or loyal ſubjects to 


his Majeſty, They endeavour to deprive him of what is 
infinitely more valuable than his revenue. His ſeriptural 
authority given him in our ſubordinate ſtandards in relation 
to the church of Chriſt, is by far the moſt brilliant ornament 
of his power—it is the brighteſt jewel of his crown. 


this he is authoriſed by the ſcriptures and by the laws of 


the kingdom, to be a protector of the church in all her 
ſcriptural privileges and immunities. By this he 1s enabled 


to be a nurling father to the church of Chriſt, and an op- | 


portunity given him of promoting the honour and glory of 
Him by whom kings reign and princes decree judgment. 
deny with indignation, the truth of the aſſertion, that they 
can be either good or faithful men, or loyal lubjects, who 


entertain infidel ſcruples reſpecting the magiſtratès ſeriptur- 


al power as exhibited in our ſubordinate ſtandards. 
ihe charge of di floyalty i is an unavoidable inference from 
vour OWN principles, which you publicly avow with reſpect 


to alterations in the Formula. I perceive, that the repre» _ 


ſentation given in rhe public papers of the interlocutor of 
the Lords of Council and Seſſion, removing the interdict 
from the meeting houſe of the Rev Mr. Watſon, hath wery 


much galled and given you an alarm. Hence all the, clergx 


in the 5ynod, who have made a change in the Seceſſion by 


prelixing a an ofi-niive Preamble to the Formula, are lite a 2 | 


band of cnrage. ants come out of their dens, an ax 
cluttered reauy for the battle, upon the front of John Bul- 
zoch's Petitic 1, upon the r1th day of December. Maler 
the banner of john ullothyel the preambliſt clergymen hae 25 
culiſted themſclves as volunteers. But N are in 


Na b 
* my * 1 


-* 
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their ranks---let the Public take a view of this uncommon 
group as arranged by themſelves and their agents, « De- 
„ cember 11th 1799. Petition---J Bulloch and others, a- 
« gainſt inner houſe interlocutor, Ja. Drummond, W. S. 


. « Agent. 8. Clerk. Umso the Right Honourable, the 


C Lords of Council and Seſſion, the Petition of John Bul- 
cc loch, miller in Duntocher, &c. with Concurrence of the 

« Rev. Meſſrs. Alexander Pirie and William Kidſton---for 
C themſelves and other members of the Aſſociate Preſby- 
e tery of Glaſgow, and the Rev. Meſſrs. James Hall and 
James Peddie---for themſelves and the other members of 

« the Aſſociate Synod, &c.” | 


What a moſt formidable and martial +vctation of clergy 


: men, led on to the field of action by Mr. Bulloch the miller 
in Duntocher, againſt the Rev. Mr. Watlon and his Seced- 
ers, who have refuſed to plunge themſelves into bacſliding 


apoſtaſy and perjury out of compliment to the modern prin- > 


ciples of unbounded toleration. I hope Mr. Bulloch will 
beſtow fome poſt in his army upon theſe Rev. Gentlemen. 
Is ſhall here introduce that account of the removal of the 
interdict which appeared in the puclic papers, which hath ſo 
completely rouſed the clergy in the Synod of the Pream- 
bliſts. It deſerves to be handed down to Polteale in letters 


of > one | 
h 0 COURT. OF SESSION. | 
On Friday, the Court had under conſideration a pe- 


2 tition from John Douglas, farmer in Kilpatrick, and o- 


4 thers, truſtees, managers, and members of the congrega- 
4 tion of Burgher Seceders in the pariſh of Kilpatrick, and 
8 county of Dumbarton, and the Reverend William Wat⸗ 
c ſon, miniſter of ſaid congregation, for the recal of an in- 
c terdict granted by the Lord Ordinary (Ankerville) ob- 
c taineil (ſays the petition) ſurreptitioutly, the ſaid interdict | 

4 having been granted upon a bill of ſuſpenſion, preſented 

0 by three. perſons, once members of the congregation, to 
_ which the petitioners belong, wichout any ſtatement on the 


e part of the petitioners having been laid before the Lord 


4% Qedinargawho granted the interdict. 
a e he facts upon which tlie petitioners reſt their ai 
s ate ſtateii in the petition in the following terms : 
Oh « The Rev. William Watſon has for near ten years offi- 
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« ciated as miniſter of a congragatian of 1 Seeders 
« in the parith of Kilpatrick, and he has always endeavour- 


« ed to diſcharge his duty with fidelity and zeal. He has 


«accordingly. met with the approbation of the members of 
« his congregation, of whoſe attachment and regard he is 
4 proud to boaſt. For ſome years paſt (it is farther ſtated 
« in the petiticn) differences have exiſted amongſt the reve- 
« rend miniſters of the Aſſociate Synod of Burgher Seced- 
6 ers, upon points connected with very important religious 
« and political doctrines. Amongſt other topics which have 


« been the ſubject of diſcuſſion, is that which reſpects the 


« power of the civil magiſtrate, ſpecified in the 23d chapter 
« of the Confeſſion of Faith, which contains doctrines found- 
« ed on, and agreeable to the ſcriptures, as Preſbyterians 
« have hitherto believed, and as, it is hoped, ſincere Chriſ- 


« tians and loyal ſubjects will continue to believe. At laſt, 
« however, it unfortunately happened, that many of the 


ce reverend members of the Aſſociate Burgher Synod, whe» 


ther influenced by a vain wiſh of preſerving the. appears 


« ance of unanimity, where unanimity of ſentiment did. not 
« exiſt, or influenced by ſome other conſideration, have ſo 
« far yielded to the torrent of innovation, that they have 


„„ thrown loole the whole important doctrines contained i in 


that chapter, and have, by what is termed by ſome a con- 
&« ciliatory meaſure, left them at the mercy of every ile 
« of democracy. 7 95 

« The Rev. W. Watſon (however anxious he was: to 
« prevent diſagreement and rupture) yet came ai laſt to be 
« completely convinced that the meaſures adopted bythe 
« Afociate Synod were ſuch as to ſtrike againſt their own 
« ſtandards, were ſuch as to be hoſtile to the religious prin- 
« ciples he had always held, and ſuch as to be, in their con- 
« ſequences, highly injurious to the cauſe of loyalty and 
« good order. He therefore expreſſed his diſapprobation 
« of theſe meaſures, and informed his Seſſion and Congre- 


« oation of the opinion he entertained. - In that opinion 


« the majority of his Seffian, and his, Congregation, with 


N 


« the exception of a few individuals, concutrred.; They 8 
«« conſidered his conduct to be that of a ſincere Chriſtian, + 


« and à loyal ſubject. Accardingly 15 though tome. tew per- 


=; tons, members of the Congre> "ation, ar themſelves. | 


* 


Ch 


« to be of a different opinion from the Paſtor, yet the great 


« body of the congregation adhered to him, and continued 
cc to receive from him in the pulpit that inſtruction and in- 
& formation which he was enabled to convey. Some mem 


cc bers indeed of the congregation” left it, and on the next 
« Sunday being near the beginning or middle of laſt month 


“ (October), went to hear another Burgher preacher, who 


& had come to preach in a mill or ſome other place in the 


cc neighbourhood, and whoſe ſentiments were different 


« from thoſe of Mr. Watſon, he being one of thoſe vulgarly 


c called Neau-light Men; whereas Mr. Watſon has thought 
ce it his duty to walk in the good old path. Mr. Watſon, 


ec however, after this, went on to officiate and to perform 


& his duty as miniſter of this Burgher congregation, and 
cc the great body of the congregation continued to adhere to 
cc him, and to attend divine worſhip at the uſual place of 


FP | 


© The petitioners moreover ſtate, that matters remained 
tc on this footing during the months of October and No- 


et vember, till, to their aſtoniſhment, on the evening of Sa- 
6% turday the 23d of November, the interdict was preſented” 
ce to ſome of the members of the congregation; the petition- 
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«ers were little verſant in ſuch proceedings, and were de- 


« firous of complying reſpectfully with what the paper in 


„„ queſtion ſeemed to enjoin. Accordingly, neither Mr. 


« Watſon, nor the other petitioners, his congregation, en- 


e tered the place of meeting on the Sunday following. 
The petitioners decline entering into the merits of the 


« cauſe, until they ſhall give in their anſwer to the bill of 
« ſufpenſion ; in the mean time they apply for a recal of 
4e tlie intterdict, which they ſtate to have been molt impro- 


«perl "obtained'by their opponents. 
„ The Court, after hearing Counſel on both fides, recal- 


u lech tis interdict, and found the interdictors liable in ten 
e pwineas of expenſes. Counſel for the interdictors, Mr. 
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Jon Connel---agent Mr. James Drummond, W. 5. For 
tlie Rev Mr. Watſon and the Congregation, Mr. Archi- 
_ © ald Campbell, and Mr. Archibald Campbell, jun.— agent 

„„—— W.9 5 

There i thing in this repreſentation, but what can be 


b ihied 
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"to the conviction of all concerned. The perſon 
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who was {ent to Kilpatrick to intimate the ſinful and eruel 
dced ot the preambliſt preſbytery of Glaſgow, is repreſented 
as one of theſe who are vulgarly called New-/zght Men, If 
you conſider this as a term of reproach, let the blame be at- 
tached to the twelve Stone Polithers, of profane and infa- 
mous memory. Lock into the 23d page of their Congratu- 
latory Letter addreſſcd to the Rev. Mr. Willis, Greenock; 
| yr: will there obſerve the term in theſe words: * The Sy- 
nod, good and bad, Old-light Men and New-light Men, is 
« a community of foxes---lct removed ears be henceforth 
« the ſymbols of ſedition againit the power of the magi- 
« ſtrate, in matters of religion. 'The length of ours ſhall 
© henceforth be the teft of our orthodoxy and loyalty.”  - 
It is pretty well known, that the authors of the deſpicab's 
pamphlet from which thefe expreſſions arc quoted, are apoſ- . 
tate clergymen : They were the firſt who applied the ter 
Meru. light Men, in ſuch a public manner, to the friends of 
alterations in the Formula. Blame theſe authors if you are 
diſſatisfied with the application. It is now a very common 
diſtinction, which will attach to your names when you are 


a 
Ld * 
5 : — * 
} a 
* 2 | 


gone to your place. do ES 
Theſe profane Stone Poliſhers have made a fechle attempt 1 

to ridicule orthodoxy and loyalty. They inform the Public, 

that the length of their ears is the teit of their orthodoxy. 

and loyalty. This is a fair confeſſion, that the "twelve Stone 
Poliſhers have neither orthodoxy nor loyalty, Betides, one 

of your twenty-two rèſpectable members, Who were for 4 

9 more extenſtve change of our principles than the preamble * 

could warrant; hath lch ae the charge of di. 


e i the ee 
| of his Synod Sermon Here are his words, 


5, viz. 4 Tie is 


ing lips of unprincipled ſycophants may acute us of 47 
71 / / Li ant 


1 V hy ſuch'coarſe and utimarinerly language, if this author 1 
fl was not conſcious to himſelf” that rhe Now J Mc have > 
adopted principles con tent wich 16jatty ant öh | 

| As II have that Gentlemar's pitify] production now be | 

dare me, Tall give the public one'of Nis Tentiliichts int tels 

| tion to our principles, hd inflation to the fata zn the 

Seceſſion. That the Public may Rad a Ve of the bezug 
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reaſoning, and the aptneſs af his ſimiles, which, like a come- 
ly drapery, ſpread themſelves over the whole of his perform- 
ance, where you may expect many lofty ſentiments bedecked 

with blooming beauty and all the gaudy colours of the 


ſpring : « He who oppoſes forbearance, inſiſts on one of 


«« theſe two things; either, that thoſe who e entertain ſcruples 
21 their conſciences by leaving our church, 
« or that they ſhnll preſerve her unity and peace, by baſcly | 
« profciling with their lips what they do not believe in their 
&« hearts Ves, be is determined to force his brethren to 


-& be hypocrites and liars, or to rend our ſociety in pieces.” 


Let the impartial world judge of theſe ſentiments and lay, 


1 whether honeſt Seceders could-continue in communion with 
ſuch unprincipled miniſters. That the Public may Judge of 
__ theſe ſeruples of which mention is made by this very curious 


author, I ſhall quote another paſſage from his pamphlet : 
Can men who have ſuch ſcruples on this ſubject, continue 
« to aſlent to the doclrine of the Confeflion ? No, they 
& cannot. What advantage would the church derive from 
« their aſſent ? Would her intereſts be ſecured by hollow 


e profeſſions and a pretended faith? The Seceſſion church 
hath reaped very much diſadvantage by ſuch hollow Nrolef. HR 


Lions and pretended faitn. 7 
I ſhall not detain the reader with remarks upon theſe 5 


iN timents: They tufficiently diſcover themſelves in their na- 
ture and tendency... We continued in connection with theſe _ 


unprincipled Gentlemen too long: We have now, as in du- 


ty bound, ſeparated from them and conſtituted ourſelves in- 


to a Pretbytery;, that, i in our juidcial capacity, we may main- 
tain a teſtimony for the doctrine, worſhip, diſcipline and go- 


85 vernment of the covenanted, church of Scotland, e 
to our ordination engagements, and give relief to the much 


injured and oppreſſed heritage of the Lord in the Seceſſion. 


The Lord will make his grace ſufficient for us; he will per⸗ 
„ his ſtrengtli in our weakneſs, he will protect us from 
_ as rage of . ;inprincipled,op 
5 with ucceſs.. 4 0 


7 90 crown our labours. 


4 4 


„Angther of theſe advocates. for 1 in the Formula, 
"24 Anticipated not only the, charge. of, difloyalty, but the 
_ puniſhments. which the. crime, in bis opinion, deſerves. 
h in the 3 Fi. page of DS Pape, Mr, Lan ſon hath, 


4 


* — * 
N 


D. 
— RES. 


— — — 


20 


introduced the following words: « When he (viz. the civil 
« magiſtrate) claims over us that power in religious matters 
« which our Confeſſion gives him, the point will become in- 
ce tereſting to us: We will then conſider it maturely, and 
« we will allow the King's power in religious as well as civil 
«© matters if our conſciences will give us leave. If they 
« will not, we will go to Botany Bay, or to a gibbet, or a 
ce ſtake; rather than violate the dictates of our own minds.“ 
This Rev. Gentleman makes conſcience and the dictates 
of his mind here, the rule of his conduct: All Chriſtians 
make the word of God the rule of faith and manners. 1 


would adviſe this Rev. Gentleman to recollect, that Botany 


Bay is at a great diſtance; perhaps he might find himſelf 
lick on the paſſage. The gibbet is rather an untoward piece 
of furniture, and the hands of Fack Ketch are unpeliſhed; 


his feelings may be fine, but his operations are concluſive- 


The ſtake is within the torrid zone, non eſt habitubilit. 1 


would adviſe all theſe Rev. Gentlemen to avoid principles 


and practices, that would juſtly expoſe them to ſuch punifſi- 
ments The Government, however, in this country, is by 
no means intolerant: There is much more inclination to 
perſecute, diſcovered by preambliſt apoſtate clergymen; than 

by our civil magiſtrates. I would wiſh' rather to habe the 
power of the civil magiſtrate, as pointed out in the ſacred =- 


racles and in our ſubordinate ſtandards, ſupported to the ut- 


termoſt, than ſee any part of that power exerciſed by the' 


miller of Dun'ocher and his perſecuting followers, WD om? © 


cur with him in his Petition to the Lords of Council and 
Heſſion. God forbid we ſhould ever ſee the power of the 


tword in the management, or under the influence of, a Piriey® 
Kidſton, or Hall. Then, indeed, the friends of urn 
faithfulneſs might tremble] But theſe Gentlemen may fret, 
bite the lip, and gnaſh their teeth againſt the faithful in the 


Seceſſion we can ſmile at their contemptible efforts and at 
their unprovoked indignation; Theſe Gentlemen have now 


fairly appeared, it may be ſuppoſed, in their proper charac- a 


ter: They have commenced a perſecution of the faithful; 


N / 


= 8 


t- 


we are very willing to meet them at the bar of the Court . © © 


Seſſion. We know that our cauſe will there obtain an imm 


. 8 „ 


partial trial; We could not obtain this at the. bar of the Aſ- 
tociate Synod, where many of the judges have declared; 
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cbemieluts parties in the cauſe, Theſe who ſeek nothing | 


but juſtice have no occaſion to be afraid of the law. 
The four following propoſitions will enable the Public Fae 
form a judgment of theſe alterations in the Formula, which + 


have now produced a ſeparation from the Synod. | 


Prop. 1ſt, Many members of Synod have adopted . v1 
ments inconſiſtent with the Confeſſion of Faith and Formu- 
la: They have informed the Synod that hey found theſe »- 
heretical ſentiments in a pamphlet. 

Proy. 2d, They have admitted young men to the mini- 


ſtry, who declared that they had adopted theſe ese 


ſentiments. They admitted theſe young men by a limited 
aſſent to the Formula, contrary to their own moſt ſolemn! 


engagements, 


Prop. 3d, That the greater part of the mambgge of: 67 


nod deteſt ſome of the ſcriptural doctrines, contained in our 
ſubordinate ſtandards. 


Pop 4th, That they would cut themſelves off from tho: 
Seceſſion and from every denomination of Preſbyterians in 
the tant were hey, 1 to declare their real an 

75 beſs- font: Propoſitions are publiſhed, i in the moſt une- 
quivocal language, in Mr. Fraſer's Petition to the Synod, 


and in the 4½th page of Mr. Lawſon's pamphlet. 


I ſhall now, Gentlemen, conclade my Addreſs. May 


the Lord have compaſſion. upon you: May he open your 
eyes to ſee the ſinfulneſs of your conduct, and make you lov- 
ers of truth and holineſs. Lou will then have a regard for 


t he unity and peace of the church, in conſiſtency with truth 


and. bee mg lover 40 all that love our Lord Jclus 
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Ovyrcr. XXI. ce To ee nnn a power, of judg- 
ing, making and executing laws, about religion, and of pu- 
niſhing men for erroneous opinions, or for diſturbing the 
peace and order of the church, as in our Confeſſion of Faith 
and Second Book of Diſcipline, altogether confounds the 
kingdom of Chriſt with the kingdoms of this world, contra- 
ry fo John xvii. 36.” Answ. Sir, Have you in an honeſt 
and orderly manner, renounced theſe Confeſſions of Faith, 
as plainly and publicly as you ſolemnly avowed, if not allo, 
ſubſcribed a ſtedfaſt adherence to the Weſtminſter one, at 
your ordination ? Date you, one day, call God, angels and 
men to witneſs, that you ſincerely avow that Confeſſion of 
| Faith to be the Confeſſion of your Faith, and that you fin. 
cerely believe the whole dorine contained: in it, to be ſound- 
ed on the word of God, and will conſtantly adhere to and 

maintain the ſame all the days of youf life ;. and the next, 
ſlight, reproach, revile and attempt to confuts an important 
article of it? (2.) Have you ſuffered as much for a zealotig 
maintenance of the intrinſic power of the church, and of 
Chriſt's ſole headſhip over her as his. ſpiritual kingdom, 
as the compilers and cordial adherers to that Confeſſion 
have done ? If not, modeſty : as well as equity, might have 
reſtrained your revilings.  (3.) Suppoſe that, contrary to 
my judgment, I ſhould allow, that magiſtrates as i. uch have * 
not that power relative to religious matters mentianed in 
our Confeſſions, and fo! 'emnly avowed in our Codenants 
vet, being Chriſtians, they are bound as /uch to execute their 
civil ofÞices in that manner which moſt effectually promotes 
the honour and, kingdom of Chriſt,---even as parents“ 
maſters, who are Chriſtians, are bound to Exerciſe, th A 
power in their families, as may beſt maintain and propigity + 
the knowledge, faith, and obcdienc? of the goſpel. Every « 
other character or office; Which s Chriftian hath, muſt be 1 
ubordinated to his character As 4 hriſtian. 1 Pet. . 
Col. iii. 17. Epi. v. 21 55>, * vi, N leg. Col. ili. 18. 25528. "a 
iv 1. 1 Tim. K. 1%, 3; Tit. lil. I-18. iii. 2. 1 Pet. Ii. 4 
t 1,---20, and ifi. 1, 7. Rom xili. . If to prevent con- 
founding of che kingdom of Chrilt with, e Engine #4 
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this world, magiſtrates who are heads of 1 political fa- 
milies, muſt be excluded from all that care about religion, 
which is allotted them in our Confeſſion of Faith. Heads 
of families, muſt, for the fame reaſon, be excluded from e- 
ſtabliſhing the goſpel- worſhip. of God: in their houſes, and 
from inſtructing 5 ne or ſervants in the truths of 
divine revelation, at leaſt from vequiring them to attend 
| ſuch inſtructions and worſhip, You pretend, there is a dif- 
ference z But, Sir, I inſiſt on your ſtating it preciſely, and 
proving from ſcripture and reaſon, that headſhip over fami- 
lies; or, that magiſtrates cannot without ſin, do what is 
fimilar to every thing which parents and maſters, as ſuch, 
are commanded to do. (5 .) If, to prevent the . e 
ing « of the church with the ſtate, magiſtrates muſt exerciſe 
no Care about. religion, - muſt puni iſh no publicly obſtinate 
heretic, blaſphemer, idolater, profaner of the Sabbath, or 
reviler of the oracles and ordinances of Chriſt, as a i 
againſt the welfare of the Rate,---Church-courts muſt cenſure, 
as /candals againſt the welfare of the church, no theft, mur- 
der, robbery, treaſon, unlawful war, perverſion of civil judg- 
ment, or the like; as theſe pertain to the kingdoms of this 
world. (6.) Though the powers. of civil and eccleſiaſtical 
government be coordinate, each ſtanding on its proper baſis, 
and the right exerciſe of church power contributing mighti- 
Iy to the welfare of the ſtate. and of civil power to the ad- 
vancement of the church yet they are not collateral, inſe- 
parable from, or dependent upon each other, but are alto- 


gether diſtinẽt 2 and ee in many a 
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# Soma A urch. in ler Feprsentative charafter, becom | 
ſo corrupt and imperious, ſo degenerate and incorrig! le 
ſtands i in the Jame ſituation as an individual member 
5 uld do' in a pure church, who ſhould obllinately maintain 
the ſame dangerous opinions, or do the like things. Ihe 
Warrant for cutting off that member from communion wit! 
the body is preciſe and evident, Matth. xviil. 15. to 19. 
Rom. Xvi. 17. 18. 1 Tim. vi. 37 42 in in. 10% 1. 
and upon the fame principles, it be duty of the \elle 


oh 


number in an incorigil corn "WY to withiraw 
from the communion of the body. A ſeparation, proceed- 
ing on ſuch, grounds, is not made from the conſtitution of 
the Chriſtian church, its principles, or adherents; but, being 
made by the fmaller number, is to be conſtrued a reſolved, 
attachment unto that conſtitution, which they ſee, with con- 
cern, rendered uſeleſs, by the weight of power in the poſſeſ- 
fion of its dangerous enemy, though — to bear the 


name and appearance of a friend. 


* 


« Warn 7 error; corruption, and vice, Lis intolerably | 

ofs, and general in any particular church; and when the - 
is deaf to all regular means of conviction, the conſtitution 
of the apoſtolic churches has provided, as an expedient for 
a reformation, that the leſſer number in her communion, 

who retain their integrity, ſhall withdraw from the corrupt 
body. - Perhaps the proſecution of this meaſure may not 
bring about a general reformation in the church, that has 
departed from the faith, obedience, and liberty of the truth; 
yet hereby the leſſer number will, like the few names. Chriſt _ 
had even in Sardis, preſerve. their own garments unde- 


hiied, 8 Rev. 111. 14 
f W "orning again rer, 
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2 Cor: wi 95 . « Be ye not — * _ 
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ther with unbelievers: for what fellowſhip hath righteoufe 

neſs with unrighteouſneſs ? and what communion hath - 

licht with darkneſs? and what concord hath Chriſt with + 

belial ? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? 

and what agreement hath the er . of God with idols? 

ſor ye are the temple of the living God; as God faith, 1 

will be their God, and they ſhall be my people. Where- b 
fore come out from among them oy people, and be ye ſe.- 3 

Parate, faith the Lord TED Compared * en, 
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